111-5

D.   Plans for Program Improvement and Recommendations for Legislation

During Fiscal Year 1983, two separate actions were taken or proposed for
the Part A program. Each of these actions is discussed below.

Recommendations on Changes in the Statutory Definition of Indian. Secre-
tary Bell submitted his recommendations on this subject December 30, 1982.
Based on testimony obtained at fourteen public hearings conducted in the
Spring of 1980, findings reported In the Revised Report on the Definition
of Indian (E.3), public comment on this report, and the recommendations of
a special Work Group convened to advise him on this subject, the Secretary
recommended that the present statutory definition be retained. In communi-
cating this recommendation, the Secretary also expressed the judgement
that much of the controversy surrounding the definition of Indian stems
from the fact that this definition simultaneously controls both eligibility
for service and the determination of grant amounts. As a result, any
liberalization of the definition designed to afford wider latitude to
local school officials in determining eligibility for services would have
adverse consequences from the standpoint of fiscal accountability. (E.3)

Proposed Phase-out of the Indian Education Programs. The Department's 1984
Budget 3/ requested $1.2 million for an orderly phase-out of the Title
IV Indian Education Program.

E.   Supporting Studies and Analyses:

1.    The  Evaluation  of the  Impact of the Part A Entitlement Program Funded
Under Title    IV,   the    Indian   Education    Act,    Development   Associates,
Inc., Arlington, Virginia, July 1983.

2.     IEP Project Audit Report for FY 1982.

3.     Revised  Report  on the Definition   of   Indian,  Department of  Education,
Washington,  D.C.,  September, 1982.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